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_REVITALISATION OF WERKBUNDSIEDLUNG, VIENNA

_ PRASCHL GOODARZI ARCHITEKTEN (P.GOOD) (535095~ Jily (g lozo yids

_ Translated by Azita Izadi L eopllylaangl

The Viennese Werkbundsiedlung, a development of 70 model
houses designed by renowned Austrian and international architects
like Josef Frank, Adolf Loos, Gerrit Rietveld, Margarete Schutte-
Lihotzky and Richard Neutra, was erected from 1931 to 1932. 48

of the residential units are owned by the City of Vienna and rented
out as public housing. Today, due to its architectural significance, its
size and its historic meaning, the housing estate is deemed to be
one of the most important monuments of modernity in Austria. The
City of Vienna represented by WISEG (Wiener Substanzerhaltungs-
g.m.b.H. & Co KG) initiated a restoration process of which the first
of four phases - the restoration of three houses by Gerrit Rietveld
and one by Josef Hoffmann- has already been completed under the
directorship of P.GOOD architects.

Aim of the renovation was to preserve the manifold qualities of
the original structure while bringing the buildings to a damage-free
and contemporary standard at the same time. Particular attention
was paid to Werkbundsiedlung as an ensemble of modern architec-
ture in Austria. Therefore as much as possible of the existing historic
structure was preserved and protected for long-term duration. Par-
tially, the original building fabric had to be cleared of layers of plaster
or coverings of later decades. Preserved and original surfaces were
restored with the same materials and craft techniques as in 1932.

Realised measures included: The restoration and partial un-
covering of original plaster surfaces, the restoration of the original
windows and doors (inside and outside), the renovation of floors,
walls and ceilings, the conversion of bathrooms, the rebuilding of
sanitary and electric appliances, the refurbishment and mainte-
nance of railings and hand rails as well as the restoration of outdoor
areas including fences and gates. In the houses designed by Gerrit
Rietveld layout variations of the ground floor as documented in
sketches and letters by Rietveld, which were not carried out in 1932,
could be realised subsequently. In a building project of such sensi-
tive matter, the question of improving the thermal quality has to be
considered appropriately. The team of planners developed a set of
combined measures, reducing the energy costs by 50 percent and
ensuring freedom from condensation of the houses without applying
insulation to the facades. These chosen measures were: insulation
of roofs, terraces and below-ground walls, wall drainage measures,
restoration and thermal improvement of the existing windows by
thermal high quality glass and silicone gaskets as well as integra-
tion of a ventilation system with heat recovery and high efficient gas
condensing boiler.

The whole project of restoration and construction in the 48,
predominately occupied houses will take 5 years and is accompa-
nied by an in-depth survey of the existing and historic building stock
as well as a participation process with existing tenants. The team
of P.GOOD architects is supported by a team of restorers for metal,
wood, plaster, building physics, and HVAC and the historic preser-
vation agency (Bundesdenkmalamt). The particular challenge is to
bridge the interests of heritage protection and conservation with the
needs of the tenants. Furthermore, the realisation of historic crafts-
man techniques under contemporary conditions of social housing
requires special ambition of planners. At the end of the renovation
the 48 houses will remain in possession of the City of Vienna.
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1- Josef Frank
2- Gerrit Rietveld
3- Margarete Schuttelinotzky
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